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It was the purpose of this study (1) to determine the cause or
causes of student drop-outs as expressed by ex-students, teachers, and
parents in Hoke UCounty High School during the period beginning with the
fall semester 1958 and ending with June 1, 1%02; (2) to secure the
needed information to determine, if possible, the character of the drop-
out by means of a teacher, student, and parent guestionnaire; and (3) to
stggest what action the school could take to reduce the severity of this
problenm,

The information for this study was collected by (1) a survey of
literature related to drop-outs, the high school curriculum, and modern
approaches to retaining students ip school; (2) a study of the cumue
lative record for each drop-out in regard to attendance, grades, tests,
and social evaluation by teacher judgment; (3) questionnaires seut to
the drop-outs, their parents and their homeroom teachers, and (4) per-
sonal contact with students chosen from those wiho had not replied to the
questionnaire,

The following procedure was used in collecting data, A questionr
maire was mailed with a letter of explanation to the drop-outs and also
to the parents of the drop-outs., This was followed by a postal card to
those who had not responded., In some cases a second postal card was
required, A third questiomnnaire and a letter were given to the homeroom
teachers of these students,

The following conclusions were drawn as a result of the study:

1., The drop-outs were slow in returning the questionmaires which



could indicate that they had not changed their opinion as to the
importance of education,

2. Most of the drop-outs occurred during the freshman year with
the number decreasing each year after ?hat.

3, The scholastic average of the drop-outs indicated that some
of them were failing or nearly failing their courses.

4, The social evaluation by the teachers of the drop-outs showed
that generally they were average in this respect.

5, The intelligence quotient of 63,4 per cent of the students
indicated that they c ould have macde passing grades had they used their
ability to its maximum potential,

6, The attendance record of the drop-outs was below average for
the school, The poor attendance is a possible cause for the poor grades,

7. The cumulative records indicated that Jume had more drop-outs
than any cother month with October having the next highest,

8. The study showed that the three main causes as given by drop-
outs were marriage, tired of school, and failure of subjects. Ileacher
statements in the cumulative records gave failure of subjects as the
main cause,

9, The study showed that the educational status of the majority
of the parents of drop-outs was low with 68 per cent attending elemen-
tary schocl only,

10. Most of the drop-outs came from large families with the
largest per cent having six or more children, This could have put a

financial hardship on the family in keeping the student in schoel,



ACKNOWLBUGMENLS

The writer wishes to express his sincere appreciation to the
following:

Mr., Robert Lee Randall, Assistant pProfessor of ikducation, for
his helpful suggestions, constructive criticism, and guidance in the
preparation of this study;

Mr, Nollie Wilbourne Shelton, Associate Professor of uducation,
for his kindness in reading this thesis and making suggestions for its
improvement

Dr, William Ldmund Fulmer, Associate Professor of Bducation, and
Dr, John Frank Randall, Associate Professor of Biology, for thaeir
interest and encouragement throughout this study;

His wife, Ruby Taylor Miller, for her patience and encouragement

during thnis study, and her endurance in the typing of this thesis,



TABLE OF CONTENIS

CHAPTER PAGE

$s FEINIRODUCTION © "e. & 5 0 % offs’ o (ninhil 4 v o6 05 aodd s & 76 b

the Problel | & N Al G« SEE A e R AT w ki he s Ry Ty 3
Statemennt of the ProbBIeM . +» « o « o & s » . v » o o & » 3
Impostance of the StudY ... . 2 4 ¢ « » 5 » 2.0 o 5 = s o

Definitions of Tesmd USeM: | . 'viw wsb v s & Wl s o ow @ 4
Dropping of pupils RS VISR S s - TR R R Ol o
DEOD-OME '\, « « 4 & Wiy« .-. Shet T o i s g e w 4
PRERUER. & o0 ol WL w6 W e ol i B s B 4
Coutaé of study or ouRFTECUlEm "3 L iy = s Wil ki n 3
Beeder SaBOO). 2. o & sl b e iw i wiel WITE  am e iy 5
JUSHABSTOR | o1 & 13 W o |k o0 vtk Ve 8 Gl e R ool Tk 5

Procedures and source Of dat® . o s o o & via. ¥ s o ¢ s » O
The data e et it R e e B T e B, L e e U WAk o
Procedure tUged in collecting data . . s @ 4 a e e 6

II. “LVJ.JJN UF fn“.j Lleh\fU.{E s m o iglid I g e K el a4 H e A e 7

L 'ANALYSES OF PATA & lieih i a i oo lei's wow @ik o ol @ w bile o 15
N

IV, SUMMARY OF RESULTS, CUNCLUSLIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIUNS . . . . 3U

BIBLIUGRAPHY N e Tl T S S N« [ I S I A R 38

ArPPENDIX A, . Student QuestionnNair@ . . + 5 « 5.5 & s a s % » o o 42

APRUNDIX B, Letter to Students and Their Parents ., ., . . « . « & el

APPENUIX C, Postal Card SRR R S e v e e L U e b 45

APPRNDIX D, Parents' Questionnaife . ' w s o «'a s a4\ «iscs a e 40



iv
CHAPTER Pasl
APPENDIX E, Teacher Questiomnaire . « . ¢ o+ ¢ o o o o o o » « o & 47
APPENDIX P, lLetter to Teachers . ., . « o ¢ « « o o v 5 » s.o & o 48

APPENDIX G. Cmﬂulative Folder s & 5 ® © 5 ® ® @ e & © B & 6 ® & » 49



TABLE

i1,

Iii,

iv,

iIX,

X.

LIST OF TABLLS

Results of Contacts with Drop-outs . . . . . .

Drop~outs by Grade and Year . « « . o ¢« s o « &
Scholastic Average Chart . . o« o o o o « o « =
Social Bvaluation . ¢ o o & ¢ & « 4 s & s = o o
Intelligence QuUoRient . .y . « o Vx5 4 4 v & s
Attendance Record of Drop-outs . . . «. « « .+ .
Student Drop-outs by Months . . . ¢ « ¢« + « o .
Reasons for Uropping Out as Given by Drop-outs
and Quatlative RecOrdsS ', , w'e win o % v »'4
Bducational Status of Parents of bLrop-outs . .
Number of Children in Families of Participation

Dtop-OUtS o e R B e B Re e e

1o

17

18

21

23

2

29



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Hoke County lies in the southeastern region of North Carolina,
It is the second youngest county in the state-~formed in 1913.l

Raeford, the only sizable area of population in the county, is
the cocunty seat, It is a typical southern town with a population of
approximately 3,500,

The white schools of Hoke County which make up the District 1
schools are found in Raeford, During 1960-1961, the last rural white
elementary school was consolidated with the District I schools., Grades
one through four are located in the john W, McLauchlin Llementary School
which had twenty-seven teachers and 698 students during the school year
1961-1962, Grades five through eight are located in the Raeford Hlemen-
tary School with nineteen teachers and 563 students, while grades nine
through twelve are located in a new modern high school with twenty-five
teachers and 400 studeats.

The area is mainly farming with some incdustries having been esta~
blished during the last twenty years, Pacific Mills, a division of
Burlington industries, is the largest plant in Raeford employing some

1300 persons.2 Next in ‘size is the Upchurch Milling Company with 135

14, C. Allen, The Story of Qur State North Carolina (North Caro-
iina: The vixie Press, 1942), p. 3438.

2'Sh.i.rley Gabriel, Personnel Manager of Burlingtosn industry
(Pacific pivision in Raeford, North Carolina), persomnal interview,
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employees.3

The other industries, Hoke CGil and Fertilizer,4 and United
Rubber5 employ sixty-five persons each, A

In this small county school system there are three races of
people--white making up forty-eight per cent, Negro with fifty-one per
cent, and Indian with one per cent.6 Bach race tends to live with
members of its own race in certain sections of the towa or county,

Raeford does not have sufficient jobs for its young people, Many
of its talented students seek other places to live after completing high
school or the A, B, or B. 5, degrees in college.

tgit would appear that ome of the main problems of the Hoke County

High School is to retain the potential "dtép-ﬁut" as long as possible,

The student has the choice of taking a course of study to prepare
him for college or of taking introductory vocational courses. Lhe
college preparatory course of study offers such subjects as Algébta i

and i1, advanced algebra, plane geometry and solid geometry, physics,

chemistry, and includes othier required courses as Bnglish, history,

3Talmedge English, Assistant Manager of Upchurch Milling Company,
personal interview,

4 2 - ;
Clyde Upchurch, Jr., President of Hoke Qil and Pertilizer
Company, perscnal interview,

5Pted Plummer, (verseecr of tine United States Rubber Company,
personal interview,

6w. T. Gibson, Jr., Superinteadent of moke County public Schools,
personal interview,
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modern foreign language, biology, and physical education, The students
not planning tc attend college are offered three years of home economics,
three years of agriculture, commercial courses, economics, sociology,
and geography.

On the faculty at Hoke High 3School are only a few persons with a
Master's degree, Most of the teachers are middle-aged and have had
several years of teaching cxpérience in this school, This familiarity
with the students and community might help in the problem of holding the

students in schococl,
I, THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. It was the purpose of the study (1) to

determine the cause or causes of student drop-outs as expressed by ex-
students, tcachers, and parents in Hoke County High School during the
period beginning with fall semester 1958 and ending June 1, 1962; (2) to
secure the needed information to determine, if possible, the character
of the drop-out by means of a teacher, student,-and parent question-
naire; and (3) to suggest what action the school could take to reduce

the severity of this problem,

Importance of the study, The philosophy and objective of educa-

tion during the twentieth century demands that the curriculum of the
schocl be designed to meet the needs of its students., Thus, this study
may indicate in a small way guides or goals for a more attractive school

program,., This study may furnish some information on the following
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hypotheses: that students drop out: (1) because of the desire to earn
money at an earlier age, (2) because of the desire for a car rather than
an education, (3) because of marriage, (4) because education is uot
connected with the daily needs of. the individual, and (5) because of the

undesirable attitudes toward "getting an education,”
1i, DEPINITIONS OF TERMS USEHED

Dropping of pupils. The victionary of idducation defimed the

dropping of pupils as,

(1) the art of removing pupils from the rolls of school because
of absences of three, five, ten, or more days; (2) the practice of
obliging a probation pupil to withdraw from a particular school or
because of consistent failure or inability to do the work of the
school or course,

Drop-out, Good defines a drop-out as "a pupil who leaves school

before the completion of a grade or before 3raduation."8 The use af the
definition of "the drop-out™ will permit the author to see both the

forced drop-out as well as the voluntary drop-out in the respected arcas

of this study.

Failures. Rivliin and Schueler define this term as “pupils, who

at the end of a term, have not met the standards set for that term , . .,

TCarter v, Good, bictionary of lducation (New York: McGraw Hill
Book Co,, Inc,, 1945), p. 142,

81bid,



not promoted to the next grade."g The texm in the case of this study
will be used as one secmester's work, or one half of the one hundred

eighty school days as required by law in North Carolina,

Course of study or curriculum, Paul Monroe gives the definition

of this term as "a graded outline of the subjects of imstruction, the
order to be followed in pursuing them, and the amount of each to be

completed in definite portions of time,"10

Feeder school. This term is used to describe a school which

transfers its students upon their completion of the required work in
the school to another school of higher grade level., In this study the

feeder school included grades five through eight.

Suspension, According to webster's Third New Intermational

victionary of the inglish Language Unabridged, suspension is "the

act of suspending or the state or period of being suspended, inter-
rupted, or abrogated . . . may be cmployed to remove an apparently

A \ " 11
seriously objectionable boy or girl from school,”

9Harry N, Rivlin and Herbert Schueler, incyclopedia of Modern
Bducation (New York City: F. Hubert and Ceo,, Inc,, 1943), p. 617,

10pau1 HMonroe, A Cyclopedia of Uducation (New York: The MacMillan
Company, 1911), 1i, p. 222,

liphijip Babcock Gove (ed,), Webster's Third New lnternational
Dictionary of the £nglish Language Unabridged (Massachusetts: G. & C,

Merriam Co,, Pub., 1961), p. 2303,




iif. PROCCEDURBS AND SUURCES OF DATA

The data. Information for this study was collected by (1) a
survey of literature related to drop-outs, the high school curriculum,
and modern approaches to retaining students in school; (2) a study of
the cumulative record for each drop-out in regard to attemdance, grades,
tests, and social evaluations by teacher judgment; (3) questionnaires
sent to the drop-outs, their parents and their howeroom teachers;

(4) personal centact with students chosen at random and their parentsg
and (5) a study of the elementary records of the students interviewed

for trends indicating potemtial drop-outs,

Procedure used in collecting data, A questionmaire (Appendix A)

was mailed with a letter of explanation (Appendix B) to the drop-outs,
This was followed by a postal card to those who had not respoanded
(Appendix C), 4in some cases a second postal ca?é}Was required, A
questionnaire (Appendix D) and a letter were mailed to the parents
(Appendix EB), A third questionnaire (Appendix L) and a lettier
(Appendix P) were given to the homeroom teachers of these studeunts,

The students for the personal interviews were chosen from those who had

not replied,



CHAPTER 11
REVIEW OF THE LITURATURE

F, V. N, Painter in writing Luther on Hducation for the Lutheran

Publication Society of Philadelphia in 1389 quoted Luther as saying,

"where there are towns and villages which have the ability,"
Luther wrote, "your electoral grace bas the power to compel them
to maintain schools, pulpits, and parishes. If they will not do it
from a consideration for their salvation, then your electoral grace,
as highest guardian of the youth and of all others needing super-
vigion, is to compel them to do so, just as they are compelled to
render contributions and services toward bridges, paths, and roads,
or other matters pertaining to the public interest . . . If the
govermment can c ompel such citizens as are fit for military ser-
vice to bear spear and rifle, to mount ramparts aud perform other
martial duties in time of war; how much more has it a right to com-
pel the people to send their children to school, because in this
case we are warring with the devil,"!

Luther, one of the outstanding leuders of the sixteenth century,
saw the need for the education of the masses, The world had fought the
sane evil beforec Luther and continues to do so today. Yet the problem
is different in 1962, 7The United States has a massive educational
program for "all its citizens", The problem is not how "to educate the
masses” but how to retaim those who do not wishh to complete high school,

With so much emphasis in the N, D. E. A. program during 1961,
much attention was given to the gifted student, With this accelerated
program many of the slower studenis were taken for granted, Ur, Carroll,

superintendent of Public Schools in North Carolina, said in Raleigh on

1,John §. Brubachor, A History of the Problems of Bducation
(New York; McGraw-Hill liook Coupany, Inc., 1947), p. 558,




_ March 16, 1962; that North Carolina was losing about fifty per cent of
its students from grade one to grade twelve. 7This fact is now causing
concern after a dark period of unconcerm by the public,
Theodore L., Torgerson and Georgia Sachs Adams list the causes of
low achievement as follows:
(1) Physical factors--due to accident either in child birth or
acquired after birth, a person may have one arm, one eye, may not
be able to hear well, or have one leg. The incentive is to feel

sorry for one's self,

(2) &Emotion factor--problem at home with parents or brother-
sister relationship, problem with classmates, or some cutside
stimili,

(3) Mental-maturity factors--large in body but mentally
immature, able to excel in sports but small in size.

(4) Disabilities in the basic skills~-unable to retain simple
basic steps in math, rules in Bnglish, unable to spell and inability
to read.

(5) Inadequate work-study skills--unable to study as readily as
one should--does not know how to study.

Charles M. Allen in Combating the Drop-out Problem has cited the

following facts.

(1) Ouly a little over half of our nation's youth stay in school
long enough to graduate,

(2) A high percentage of our juvenile delinquents come from the
ranks of drop-outs,

(3) Drop~outs drift uphappily from job to job.b

ZTheodore L. Torgerson and Georgia Sachs Adams, dMeasurement and
pvaluation for the Blementary School Teacher (New York: Holt, Rinehart,
and Winston, 1960), pp. 210-211.

*Charles M. Allen, Combating the Drop-out Probiem (Chicago:
Science Research Associates, Inc.,, 1950), p. 3.




Mr, Allen has cited the personality of many drop-outs by apply-
ing the emotional factor of Mr, Torgerson and Mr, Adams to explain the
Juvenile delinquents,

It is possible. that potential drop-outs may encounter teachers as
the one described by Charles L. Robbins,

With respect to his pupils the teacher has almost always to
strive against the ancient tradition that he is their national
enemy, Happy is he who can instill in the minds of his pupils
the belief that he is helper and friends, that their interests
are his, that differences in age and position are no insurmountable
barrier to friendship and co-operation,

Mr, Robbins was certain that a good teacher could kindle a small
fire of knowledge to create the interest of an individual; therefore,
giving school some meaning to the student,

Much of teacher education was devoted to understanding the indie
vidual needs of students during the 1950's and early 1960's. with this
in mind and the changing approach to subject matter one can see a

decrease in drop-outs in a study made by the U, 8. Department of Health,

Lducation, and wWelfare entitled Biennial Survey of fducation in the

United States., In the twenty-four years from 1924-1925 to 1948-1949

the difference of fifth graders entering high school rose from 61,2 per
cent to 86,3 per cent, while the number graduating from high school rose

from 30,2 per cent to 58.1 per cent.S These facts are shown in the

4&har1us L. Robbins, Lhe School as a Social institute (Boston;
Allyn and Bacon, 1918), p. 949,

35 A e, 9 . 1
"School Retention Rate Rises,"™ School Life, XLIL (January,
1960), 60,
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table below which was prepared to show the results of the study.

B e e e e S S S S S S A S S S S S S A S S S S S S S

For every This many This many This many Year of college
1000 £fifth entered 9th graduated entered entrance
graders in grade from H, S, college

1924.1925 612 302 118 1932
19261927 677 333 129 1934
1928.1929 736 378 137 1936
1930-1931 780 | 415 148 1938
1932.1933 776 455 160 1940
1934.1935 803 467 129 1942
19361937 839 393 121 1944
1935-1939 796 419 lack of inf, 1946
1940-1941 781 .481 lack of inf, 1948
1942-.1943 807 505 205 1950
1944.1945 348 522 234 1952
1946..1947 872 553 283 1954
1948-1949 863 581 301 1956 1

6"School Retention Rate Rises," Ibid,
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With the educational advancements being made and the number of
high school students increasing, it would seem that the number of drop-

outs would be decreasing, but according to mr, Ribicoff, this is not

true,

Qur high school dropout rate has reached fantastic proportions.
Two and one half million of the 10,800,000 students enrolled in
grades 9 through 12 of the nation's public and nonpublic schools
this fall will drop out before graduation, The drpp out rate
ranges from 20 to 40 percent in ithe United States,

4 table prepared by the Office of Hducation shows that in North Carolina
there were 75,363 ninth graders in 1956-1957, Qf these, there were
45,271 who graduated in 1959-1960, The per cent not graduating
was 39.9.8
The ability to identify a drop-out varied with each individual
who dropped out, Charles M, Allen described the drop-out as one who is
(1) unsuccessful in school work and retarded by one or more
grades; and many are consequently overage by the time they
withdraw, (2) Most drop-outs take little part in out-in-class

activities. (3) Most drop-outs are Srom low-income families and
have difficulty meeting school costs.

7"Plain Words from Mr, Ribicoff on Dropouts,”™ School Life, XLIV
(November, 1961), 14-15.

81pid,

9Allen, Op. cit., p. 8.
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Allen alsc stated why intelligence tests were not effective with
this type of student,

Intelligence tests may be affected by differences in experience
or cultural background, Investigation shows that most of these
tests favor students from the middle or upper social classes;
drop~outs from lower-class homes may get unrealistically low sccores,
For students from low-income families, money for normal particie
pation in extracurricular activitiecs often mcans financial sacrifice
by the rest of the family, Nonparticipation countributes to the
feeling of not belonging and leads the potential drop-out to seck
satisfaction outside of school and eventually to withdraw,

Dr., Herold Hand has cited another problem in our school systeiie-
the problem of money. The cost of books as well as other supplies has
doubled in recent years, 7This has created a great strain on the low
income families., Dr, Hand in a study of the student expenses in
seventy-nine Illinois high schools found the following cost for "hidden
extras” amounted to $33,00 per boy and $35.,15 per girl, Por physical
education, required by law in high schools, bDr, Hand's study found the
peak costs were $15,85 per boy and $14,00 per girl, In the same studies
the median schools reported subject costs high enough to discourage
11

children from low-income families in completing an education,

Mr. George J. Heckt, publisher of Parents' Magazine, has stated

in an article "that of 85 jobs available to young people, the Labor
Department's 'job Guide for Young Workers® shows that only twenty-three

are possibly open to nongraduates," Mr, Heckt further states that

10Allcn, op. cit., pp. 9=10C.

1libid,, p. 15.
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employers find high school graduates more dependable and more trainable,
Having a high school diploma shows that the person cam be trained.

Heckt said also, "in the professions, it's estimated that ian less than
ten ycars by 1967, we'll need about 900,000 more trained people in just
the areas of medicine, teaching, natural science and engineeriung, in

addition to replacements,"12

Following the trend, Bettina Weary has quoted President Hisenhour
as saying,

I urge every girl and boy in the United States to continue as
students in school until they have developed their God-given
capacities to the fulli, OUnly in this way cam they hope to make
their finest contribution to the strength of the Nation and reach
the fulfillment of their own life purposes,13

The Handbook for Communities, which Bettina Weary discussed,

stated reasons why one should stay in school,
Life as well as industry is growing more compiex. Increasingly
more understanding and more competencies are needed by everyone
for success as a worker, a family member, and as a citizen of a

Nation which must provide leadership in a world seeking intermation
understanding and pcace,

The Handbook also said that "the typical high school graduate,
during his adult ecarning years, will receive §50,000 more than the 8th.

grade graduate; $30,000 more than the high school dropout."l5 it is

1zGeorge Jo Heckt, "The Calamity of Our Million School Drop-
outs,” Parents' Magazine, AXXII (Septewber, 1957), 39+,

13Bettina Weary, “Stay-in-School Campaign,"” 5chool Life, XXiix
(May, 1957), 1315,

41pia,  15Ipid,
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also pointed out that the 1950 census showed that among men wiho were
between the ages of 25~04, the high school graduate was much less likely
to be unemployed than the nongraduate. -

The public must be educated "to an awarencss of the value of
education in today's world ., . . by drawing the attention of the commu-
nity to the advantages which accrue to the holder of a high school

diploma, in terms of increased opportunities and earning powcx."16

10gveiyn $, Bianchi, High-School Dropouts (wWashington: National
Hducation Association, 1959), p. 1.




CHAPTER 111
ANALYS1S OF DATA

All available information, the cumulative folders, question-
naires, and personal interviews with twenty-three students were studied
carefully in an attempt to arrive at the causes for the students
dropping out of Hoke County High $chool.

Three questionnaires were sent to: (1) the student drop-outs,
(2) the parents of the drop-outs, and (3) the homeroom teachers who are
responsible for keeping the records of the studeuats.

The home addresses of the ninety-five drop-outs were acquired
from the cumulative folders, Of these ninety-five only nineteen
parents and students returned the questionnaires, Forty-five were
returned marked "unknown", "insufficient address", or "moved leaving no
forwarding address™., A postal card was sent to the students who had not
replied, PFurther investigation yielded new addresses for eighteen of
the drop-outs and questionmaires were mailed a second time, 7These
yielded only three additional.returns. A second postal card was sent
to each of the remaining fifteen students with five replying this time,
In Jjune twenty-two additiomal names were obtained of studeats wno had
dropped ovt during 1961-1902. Questicnmnaires were seant to these and
eleven were returned, This gave a total of sixty-one students
including personal coutacts or 52.1 per cent of the 117 students
participating in the study., The tabulation of tliese results were sicwn

in Ifable i.




TABLE I

RESULLS OF CONTACTS WiTH DROP-UULS

16

Number Returned Returned Number not Personal Total
mailed unknown or completed returned or contacts

moved completed
Boys 71 19 19 19 14 71
Girls 46 17 19 1 9 46
Totals 117 36 38 20 23 117

The homeroom teachers were given a questionnaire for each drope

out in their class, All but three teachers completed these,

The three

teachers not completing the questionnaires were mo longer connected

with Hoke County High School,

The cumulative records (Appendix G) served to give the following

information: (1) the scholastic grade average, {(2) social evaluation

by the teachers, (3) the intelligence quotient of the drop-out, (4) date

and grade the s tudent dropped out of school, (5) the attendance record,

and (6) the educational status and address of the parents,

Table Il was a tabulation of the rate of drop-outs by the grade

and year during this four-year period,
seventy-one boys and forty-six girls to drop out during 1958-1962,
The table indicated that the largest number of drop-outs were

freshmen, It also indicated that the number diminished with each

succeeding year, Could it be

that the transition

Hoke County High School had
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from the elementary school to high school was too hard for the freshmen?
It was also note-worthy that most of the drop-outé were males., DUuring
the 1958-1959 school year, more students dropped out than in aay other

year, Uhy would this year be different from the trend for the other

three?
TABLE 11
DROP-CUTS BY GRALE AND YEHAR
P i —— e e s ~— T T e ey
Year Grade © Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 Total

Boys Girls Boys (Girls Hoys @Girls Boys Girls

1958 12 9 8 3 9 3 ‘4 45
1959

1959 1 7 - S 2 1 21
1960

1960~ 3 3 6 5 3 - 24
1961

1961- 12 ! 2 3 2 2 1 27
1962

Totals 30 24 21 1x 16 10 4 1 117
ST e e e e

Prom the information compiled in Table Iil, it was noted that
seventy-eight students had an "BF" average when they dropped out of
school while twenty-one had a "b" average, Therefore, it would seem
that failure, near failure, or lack of sufficient units to graduate

with their class could be a contributing cause for dropping out,
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Scholastic Average

10095

94.90

5980

79-70

69-0

Totals

Year

and Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls

Grade

1958w
1959
9
10
i
12

b B

W WO

Totals

N NN

8!—'@055

ot
(%3]

1959
1960
9
10
i1
12

[S%]

= e

Totals

i1

0= W W e

==

1960
1961
9
10
i1
12

et

g

N

o W\

Totals

10

L

13

1961~
1962
9
10
11
12

-

NN oo

=W tn

Totals

12

16

11

Grand
Totals

13

54

24

71

46
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The social evaluation chart (Table IV) may shed morxe insight into
the student drop-out problem, This evaluation was teacher judgment and
was a repeat in most cases of the questionnaires which were filled in
by them, The code for this was superior, above average, average, below
average, and low, The qualities judged were co-operation, courtesy,
dependability, industriousness, initative, leadership, maturity, per-
sonal appearance, and self control. 1t should be noted here that only
ninety-nine students were evaluated while there wexe 117 drop-outs,
Some of the teachers indicated on their questionnaires that they did not
remember some of the students., Neither were comments recorded on the
cumulative records of these eighteen students., The largest group of
students was rated average by their teachers., The next group was below
average while nine were rated above average, It sheuld be noted that
none were rated superior, Could this give a little more insight into

the character of the drop-out group?



TABLE IV

SUCIAL BVALUATION

b e e e e e e e e ——— e
Year Grade  Superior Above Average Below Low Total
average average
9 2 12 6 i 21
1958~ 10 -} 7 6 1 15
1959 11 2 2 B
12 1 1
Totals 5 21 i3 2 41
9 3 3 6
1959« 10 4 1 5
1960 11 1 4 2 7
12 1 1
Totals ;3 11 4 19
9 4 2 X 7
1960- 10 i 3 4 8
1961 11 5 § 1 i 3
12
Totals 2 8 7 & 18
9 10 L 1 i5
1901 10 1 & 2
1962 11 ) & 2 3
i2 % 1
Totals % 13 6 1 21
Grand Totals 9 53 33 4 ou

oo e

i
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The intelligence quotient was taken from the cumulative folder
to give a background of reascning ability, It was divided into three
groups, These groups were; (1) 0-89, (2) 90~110, and (3) 110 pilus,
PFor this study 0-89 shall be considered below average,; 90-110 shall be

average, and 110 plus shall be above average,

TABLE V

INTELLIGENCE QUUTLENT

Year Grade 0-89 90-~110 110 Plus Total
9 7 10 17
1958- 10 8 2 i 11
1959 11 4 1 3 8
12 1 i
Totals 20 13 4 37
9 2 4 6
1959~ 10 2 2
1960 11 3 3 i 7
12
Totals 3 7 5 15
9 2 5 7
1960- 10 4 3 7
1961 11 1 1 1 3
12
Totals 7 9 1 17
9 8 6 1 15
1961 10 ‘ 1 3 4
1962 11 3 1 4
12
Totals ) 12 2 23

Grand Totals 39 41 12 92
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Table V indicated that only ninety-two students had a recorded intelli-
gence quotient score., Perhaps the reasons for those drop-outs not
having a score werc either absence on the day the tests were given, or
they may have not attended Hoke High School long enough to be given a
test., This chart seemed to indicate a wecakness in their educational
background since 08.4 per cent were average or above average, It would
further indicate that 32,6 per cent would not be expected to excel in
the academic program of the high school due to a lower intelligence
quotient as measured by standard mental ability tests.

The attendance records of the drop-outs were studied for the
four~year period, The purpose of this observation was to see if the
attendance was a contributing factor for the drop-outs. Table VI has
shown that sceventy-three students or 62.5 per cent attended school
1.119 days while 37,5 per cent were in school 120-180 days. This

seemed to indicate that students were irregular in attendance,

TABLL V1

ATTENOANCE RECORD COF DROP-QUIS

Days attended Boys Girls Total
1-40 i4 6 20
41-80 16 7 23
31-119 19 11 30
120-160 11 10 21
161-180 11 R 23

Totals 71 46 117
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Certain months were indicated as ones during which the rate of
drop-outs was greater. The events occurring in the school calendar

explained this in part, The statistics were compiled in Table Vil,

TABLE VI

STUDENT DROP.QUTS BY MONTHS

Year Grade Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec., Jan., Feb, March April May June Total

9 2 3 & i 3 2 1 1 5 21

1958~ 10 3 2 1 1 o 11
1959 11 3 1 ; § 1 1 & 1 1 1 12
12 1 1

Totals 8 4 4 2 & 2 1 33 45
9 1 2 8

1959. 10 1 3 1 5
1960 11 1 1 2 1 2 4
12 1 1

Totals 1 p 3 1 2 G 2 5 21
g9 2 1 | 2 2 8

1960~ 10 1 3 1 2 1 1 4 i1
1961 11 1 h i 1 3
12 2 » 2

Totals 3 &4 3 24
9 1 2 2 - 2 1 g 17

1961~ 10 1 1 2 1 5
1962 11 2 X 1 4
12 ) 4 1

Totals 1 5 3 3 3 4 2 2 2 2 27
Grand Totals 13 14 b § 4 8 14 12 4 8 26 3137

The table has shown that September, October, February, and June
were the months during which most of the drop-outs occurred. September

had thirteen students dropping out, It may be that these students



entered school with the "I-will-giveeit-another-try" attitude., 7The
first report period occurred during (ctober, and it would seem that some
who were not passing would drop out due to either failing grades or lack
of interest, PFebruary followed the mid-term exaninations dndicating
further possible failing grades. The June losses may be attributed to
students who dropped out because they felt they would not pass their
final examinations, or they just did not return in the fall,

The cumulative folders did not include a complete record of the
cause for the student dropping out of school, Hoﬁever, teacher statew
ment of the cause as collected from the folders gave the following as
causes of the drop-outs: (1) failure, (2) lack of school to meet needs,
(3) marriage, (4) work, (5) truancy, (6) nervousness, aud (7) other
causes, These answers accounted for 110 of the drop~outs. The
teachers' information as to reasons for student drop-outs differ with
the reasons given by the students on the questionnaires or the reasons

given during personal interviews.
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The students, in giving their reasons for dropping out of school,
may have given a different reason than the teacher, The drop-out could
have given the teacher an incorrect reason in an effort to cover a
failing grade or for not applying themselvVes.,
As noted in Table VIl1l, marriage, tired of school, and failed

subjects were the three primary reasons given for dropping out, A small

TABLE VIiX

REASONS POR DROPPING OUI AS GIVEN BY
DROP=-QUTS AND CUMULATIVE RECORUS

Reasons . AZ:ys Girls Total Cunulative recoré;
Wanted to work 7 3 10 11
Needed at home 4 2 6

Marriage 8 10 13 18
Pailed subjects 6 7 13 35
Joined Armed Service S5 5

Tired of school 10 6 16

Lack of money 2 2

Car accident : | 1

Schiool did not meet needs , 24
Truancy 3
Hervous 1
QOthers 18

Totals 43 28 61 110
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minority gave lack of money as the reason. A sampling of other reasons

as quoted from the guestionnaires given by both parents and students

weres

"] wanted, to work and buy me some clothes because I didn't have

the kind of /Jother girls had,”
"] was going to get married but we broke up."”
"1 was pregnant,”

“She began failing different subjects., f which cause her to
become uninterested in going to school, Also didnt scem to get

along with some of her teachers, Then became interested in getting

married," (by a parent)

"Because she could not understand her subjects (she said) but to
my opinion she could have understood them if she would have tried a

little harder," (by a parent)

» *s home life was not very good, My

children didn't have a fair chance to finish school, Stepfather
problems and having to quit school to help earm a 1living.," (by a
parent)

"1 thought it was something big.”

In a personal interview with a male drop-out, the following

statement was made concerning money, "I was always late in paying book

" rent and everything else that came along, It got to the place that 1

hated to go to school because of mouney I owed.” In this case the stu-

dent was not pushed to "pay up”" but was given the benefit of time as his

homeroom tceacher stated,

In wost instances the parents were not im favor of their child's

- decision to drop out of school, but they were not able to use parental

force to keep them in school. When asked the question, "Were you in

favor of his decision?", some parents just answered with "Noi"., Others
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Others explained their answer in various ways.

“{ had to be 1 can't live her life for her, She was almost 18

at the time.,"

"No, i wasn't but he talked me into letting him quit. we were

having serious financial difficulties at the time,"

"is any parents in favor of their child droping out of school,”
"Not entirely.,"

"we wanted him to go onm to school, but saw thal is was no necd

in trying to make him go."

"No, 1 wanted him to go on and finish and he has found cut he

should have gone on and finished high school, as he has been turned
down on jobs,"

"No, but knowing that she was not going to study & try to learun,

There was notheing much else I could do,"

It has been stated that "to sometimes understand a chiid, one

must look at the parents.” Table 1X was an indication of the educae

tional/of the drop-outs®' parents,

TABLE IX

BDUCATIONAL STATUS OF PARELNIS OF DRUP-QUTS

Blementary High school Attended College Business Total

Parents

school graduate college graduate ox other
Father 49 « 13 1 0 0 61
Mother 34 26 0 ] 1 61
Totals 83 37 1 0 1 122

school,

It was noted that 30.3 per cent of the parents finished high

while 68 per cent attended the elemecuntary grades or did not

.- e e
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complete high school work, and 1,6 per cent attended advance schooling.
it should also be noted that not a single parent of the drop-outs
completed college work and only one attended college for a short period
of time,

The number of children in a family would probably have a bearing
as to the amount of financial help the student could expect., The
United States Department of Commerce stated the following statistics

for March, 1960 in the Statistical Abstract of 1961, In a survey of

45,062 families, 43,0 per cent had no children, 18.5 per cent had one
child, 18,0 per cent had two children, 11,1 per cent had three children,
and 9,4 per cent had four or more children,

in comparison, the families of the Hoke County drop-outs had 6.5
per cent with one child, 13,1 per cent with two children, 14,7 per cent
had three children, and 65,6 per cent had four or more children, There~
fore, the trend was higher in Hoke County than the national average, as

shown in Table X,

lgdwin v. Goldfield, Statistical Abstract of the United States,
1961 (Washingtom 2, De Cut U. 5. Govermment Printing Office), p. 39,




TABLE X

NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN PAMILIES OF PARTICIPATING DRUP-OULS

Number in 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 or Total
family more

Boys 3 3 4 6 4 6 2 3 33

Girls 1 3 5 4 24 5 3 2 3 28

Totals 4 8 9 10 6 11 5 S5 3 61

A large majority of the parents of the drop-outs worked either
in an industry or were farmers, By virtue of the parents®' employment,
it would be assumed that their income would range from $2,000 to $3,500
per year as stated by Mr. Dickson, With the high cost of living, it
would indicate that many parents would not be able to provide their

children with many of the extras tihat may be demanded at school,




CHAPTER 1V

SUMMARY OF RLBSULTS, CONCLUSLIUNS, AND RECUMMENDATIONS

In the present study an attempt was made to determine the causes
of student drop-outs in Hoke County High School during the fall semester
1958 and June 1, 1962,

The information was received by means of guestionnaires sent te
the drop-outs, their parents, and their homeroom teachers, cumulative
records, and personal interviews, Influencing factors such as scho-
lastic average, social evaluation, intelligence quotient, school attend-
ance, educational status of the parents of the drop-outs, and the size
of the family were investigated for each drop-out,

The following conclusions were drawn from the results obtained:

1, The drop-outs were slow in returming the questionnaires,
Could this indicate that evidently they had not changed their opinion as
to the importance of education--particularly those wiho did not return
them at all?

2, Most of the drop=outs occurred during the freshman year,

The number decreased each year after that. wWould the tendency to drop
out during the next three years be lessened if students remained in
school for the entire freshman yeary

3, The scholastic average of the drop-outs indicated that the
majority were failing or nearly failing some of their courses.

4, The social evaluation by the teachers of the students showed

that generally they were average students in this respect, This would
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not necessarily be an accurate measurement of the. students as each
te&éher would have her own standard as to what she considered average,
above average, or low,

5, The intelligence quotient of 68.4 per cent of the students
indicated that, barring other factors, they could have made passing
grades if they had used their ability to its maxdmum potential,

6. 7The attendance record of the drop-outs was below average for
the school, This poor attendance is a probable cause for many of the
poor grades,

7. The cumulative records indicated a pattern of the wonths
when drop-outs occurred more often, June had more drop-outs than other
months, Could this be because the students realized near the close of
the school term that they could not possibly pass the subjects?
Uctober, February, and September had higher numbers of drop-outs than
the remaining wmonths,

8. The study showed that the three main causes, as given by the
drop-outs in Hoke County, in the order of frequency of mention were
marriage, tired of school, and failure of subjects. <Teacher statemeuts
in the cumulative records listed failure of subjects as the main cause,
when asked the guestions, "What type of courses would have been best
suited for the drop-out?" and "What course would you suggest be added
for this type student?", the most frequent answer was vocational

courses,



9, The study showed also that the educational status of the
majority of the parents of drop-outs was low with 68,3 per cent
attending elementary school only, It would be logical to think that
the parents did not begin teaching their children at an early age
the importance of a formal education,

10, Most drop-outs came from large families-~being from
families having six or more children, Could the size of the family
put a financial hardship on the family in keeping the student in school
even though lack of money was listed by only two students as the cause
for the drop-out? Could it have been that many drop-outs were embar.
rassed to say that they did not have the money they felt was necessary

to stay in school?

The author makes the following recommendations as possible ways
to help overcome or limit the numbers of drop-outs in the Hoke County

High School,

1. A curriculum to meet the needs of all the students. lhe
curriculum of Hoke County High School for the "college bound" student
is standard for the North Carolina public high schools, The graduation
class of 1961-1962 had 37 per cent of its members enrolled in varicus
colleges for the fall semester, Hoke High School has a college

preparatory curriculum for the more academically talented students, but
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lacks provisions for many students who will not attend college, It is
Suggested that Hoke High School investigate tie possibility of varied
instruction for its students: (1) for business, (2) for vocational
training, and (3) for students interested in higher education, with
this type of program, each student would be better prepared by his
years in high school,

Perhaps three courses such as unglish, mathematics, and
physical education could be required the first year., The second year
the student could take udnglish, history, and science as well as begin
the curriculum leading to his special type of diploma,

2. A Family Relations course as suggested by several drop-outs.

Several of the female drop-outs who left school to get married, stated
that they thought a course on family living and problems conmnected with
marriage would be of great value to the students. Such a course could
be taught by the home economics teacher as is actually provided for by
the State Department of Public Instruction in its guide for teaching
of home economics in the high schools of Nerth Caroliua.l The course
would be taugnt for one or two semesters to a mixed ciass of ninth and
tenth grade boys and girls, 1t would deal with

"experiences in nutrition and preparation of simple meals, care

and selection of clothing, spending the family income, family

relations, child development, a preparation of marriayge, and
establishing and furnishing a home, Management of time, money,

1ﬂomemaking #ducation Grades Nine Through Twelve (Publication
No. 327, Raleigh: State Superintendent of pPublic Instructiomn, 1959),
p. 184,
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: ; . é
energy, and human resources would be interwoven in ali experiences,

3

4
q,'

f,nealtb and safety practices in the home would also be included.

3. Orientation week, Due to the vast difference in the high

school and elementary school it would aid the fresamen to have a periocd
of orientation at the beginning of the school year, At that time, the
curriculum could be explained, and also the value of an education
emphasized, Perhaps someone from an industry or other business would
come in and let the students know that snot only at the present time but
in years to come, almost all employers will require that their employees
have at least a high school education, The guidance counselor would be
in charge of this period of erientation,

4. A full-time guidance counselor. lHoke High sclhiool had only a

part-time guidance counselor, She also worked with the Negro and Indian
high schools, It was difficult to dividé her time among these three
schools and be available when Hoke County High School students needed
her, JSeveral students indicated on their questionnaires that they had
conflicts with one or more of their teachers, No apparent reasons were
given, The counselor might have bécn able to bhave detected these if

she could have talked with the students, The teachers indicated on
their questionnaires that to their knowledge, none of the drop-outs had

been referred to the guidance counselor before they left school. It

2Homemaking dducation Grades Nine Ihrough iwelve, op. cit.

31bid,

B ]
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could have been that she was not available at the necessary time.
The author recommends a fulletime guidance counselor for Hoke High

School since it has 400 students,

5, ixtra-curricular activities ﬁg.include all students, The

questionnaires indicated that only a few drop-outs belonged to clubs
such as the Future Farmers of America, Puture Homemakers of samerica,
Glee Club, Beta Club, and other such student organization, If these
students could be given a feeling of responsibility in various
activities, it is possible that this might reduce the number of drope
outs, As a example, perhaps an intramural physical education program

could be established which might interest the students more in school,

6; A method for helping defray part of the students' expenses.
It was noted that most drop-outs came from a family of four or more
children, Perhaps financial assistance to reduce the severity of the
obligations on parents may help, As noted in Chapter ii, it was
reported that some students pay $30.00 or more for the privilege of
taking some of the courses, Could bDiversified Hducation in the
curriculum of the school help relieve scme of this financial strainy
Could this assistance be im the form of time payments for the various
fees, so that the students would not have to pay the full amount at the
beginning of school?

7. An active plan for adult education, Many students aiter

quitting school wish to go back, but due to age, family obligations, or

cther factors do not find it feasible to do so, PFor this reason the
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state provides for adult training in the vocational areas, but teo
ofteh those teachers are not willing to spend the time or effort to
build an atiractive program, C(ne of the Hoke County Agriculture
teachers has started a program of this type. 1t was started im 1959
with two adults and in 1961-1%62, it had increased to ten, The areca of
study was farm equipment and its maintenance., Areas for other teachers
would be phases of home economics as budgeting, sewing, hone furnishings,
or business, mathematics, bBnglish, and history, 1The students could
receive units for these courses which could be applied as credit for
receiving a diploma or a certificate,

8., Better relationships between school and parents., dSince the

students in general stated that they were not sorry that they had
dropped out of school, it would appear that the interpretion of the
school program was not clear to the students or the parents. To help
reduce this ptéblem the following suggestions are mades (1) to send a
newsletter periodically to the parents which could explain the school's
program, publicizejimportance educational happenings at school; (2) to
invite the parents to an open house so that they might become acquainted
with the teachers, become familiar with the physical plant, be informed
about other things of interest; and (3) to have two or three half days
of school to free the teachers from ciassroom duties so that they amight
visit the homes of the students,

9., More strict complusory school attendance laws, In Hoke

County tobacco is the chief money crop and its preparation extends over
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the entire year. Because of this the student may be expecied to be
absent several days during any month, The MNorth Carolina statutes
defeﬁd the farmer in keeping his children out of school to help gather
his crop or maintain his farm, Would the employment of a full-time
attendance officer and the passage of more strict attendance laws
reduce some of the unnecessary absences?

The author makes the following sugsestions for further study
concerning the drop-out problem:

1. A study of the same drop-outs five yecars hence to determine
any change of attitude regarding school would be of great interest,

2, The attitudes of employers toward employing drop-outs could
be used by educators in planning a vocational program,

3. A complete analysis of the curriculum of Heoke County High
School would be of value in planning future programs to meet the needs
of the students,

4, A study of family relationship to other drop-outs would give

some insight into the character of the drop-outis,
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APPENDIX A

Student Nuestionnaire
Your name
Father's name ¢+ Bducation
Mother*®s name ;. IBducation
Your address
Parents living together? : divorced b,
if divorced, which did you live with?
Number of brothers: clder; youilger
Number of sisters: oldery younger

Were you interested in the subjects you were taking at the time
you were in school? yes s Mo

Did you attend school regularly? poor ¢ fair » good
vid you want to quit school? yes s DO
Pid your parents want you to fimish school? yes , NO

what could the high school include in its courses which would help
other students like you?

Would you like to comntinue your education nowy yes s DO

bo you feel that dropping out of school has helped you?
yes s 1O

vo you feel staying in school would have helped you moze?
ves s 110

Did you get along with other students? yes s 1O

Were the teachers "picking on you"? yes , DO %
If the answer was yes, then why?




17.
18,

19,

21.
22,
23,

24,

a5,

Did you try to do all your homework and classworky yes , DO

what grades, if any, did you repeat?

43

what subjects, if any, did you fail?

Were you called to the principal's office?

seldom g ot at all

Did you ride the bus to school? yes

often ’

no

Did you own a car while in school? yes

s DO

what did you enjoy the most at school?

Did you belong to a club at school? vyes

What club?

Check your reason for dropping out,

wanted to work

needed at home

marriage

failed subjects

joined Armed Scrwvice

tired of school

others

s DO
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APPENDIX B

Letter to Students and Their Parents

Box 113
Raeford, North Carolina
Pebruary 7, 1962

Inside address

Dear 3

I am working on my Master's Degree at Appalachian State Teachers
College in Boone, North Carolina. As part of my work there, I am
making a study of all students who dropped out of Hoke High School
between the years 1958 and 1962, 1 am interested in the reasons
for the students quitting schoel, e hope that this study will be
useful to the school in helping students in the future,

To help me with this study, would you please fill in the enclosed
questionnaire and return it as soon as possible in the seli-
addressed, stamped envelop? The information will be confidential,

Thank you for your help in this project.

Sincerely yours,

D, W, Miller
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APPENDIX C

Postal Card

Box 113
Raeford, North Carclina
February 25, 1962

Dear :

On Pebruary 7, I mailed a questionnaire to you regarding a study of
student drop-outs from Hoke County High School, I am certain that
you have not had time to complete it and return it to me. Won't
you take a few minutes and fill it in today? Thank you again for
your help in this project.

Sincerely yours,

D, W, Miller
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APPUENDIX D

Parents®' Questionnaire

Your name

Your education: elementary , high school s COllege _

college

Your wife’s name

Her education: elementary s high school i

coliege

Number of children besides

Boys: older , younger

Girls: older s Yyounger

How many finished high school? o clementary

Did your child fail a subject in high school? vyes L PnD

bid your child repeat a grade in elementary school? yes y 1O

pid your child drop out of school with your permission?
yes , 1O

Please answer the following guestion briefly, “why, in your
opinion, did your child want to quit school?"

Were you in favor of his decision?
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APPENDIX B

Teacher Questionnaire

Name of student

13,

i4,

Name of subject that you taught student

(uality of work of student: good ¢ faizx _ « boor

if student failed, was he capable of doing passing work?
yes » DO

Was the student taking the best course of study for his or her
future? vyes s 0O
Comment 3

iWhat was the student's reason for dropping out of school?

Did student confer with you before dropping out of school?
yes , no

Would the student have profitted by staying in school the rest of
the yvar or until he or she graduated? vyes N 1

What type of courses would have been best suited for the drop-out?
academic » Vocational s business

what course would you suggest be added /for this type student?

what clubs or leisure time activities did the drop-out engage in?

é¢hat was the student's I, (.7

what physical or mental handicaps did the drop-out have, if any?

Was the drop-out directed to the guidance counselor? yes , HO

o v - s

On back of questionnaire, list any outstanding facts coucerning
the student,

Signed
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APPENDIX F

Letter to Teachers

Box 113
Raeford, North Carolina
Pebruary 6, 1962

inside address

Dear :

I. am making a survey of all students who dropped out of Hoke iHigh
School during the years 19Y58-1962, This is being done in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for a Master's Degree from
Appalachian State Teachers College,

Bnclosed is a questionnaire for each student who was in your
homeroom, wWould you please assist me in makiug this study by
filling in the enclosed questionnaire at your earliest convenience?

Thank you for your assistance in this project,

sincerely yours,

VU, W, Miller



APPENDIX G

Cumulative Folder
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